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FROM THE EDITOR

Welcome to the issue of the late Fall 2020 edition of the 
New England Journal of History. Our mission is to publish histori-
cal inquiries that inform readers from novice to scholar. This goal 
will be met with articles that encompass the world’s events and 
analyses that share reflections on pedagogical strategies. Our timely 
book reviews examine works that expand our knowledge base. First 
published in 1944 as the New England Social Studies Bulletin, this 
well-rounded journal will continue to provide historical analysis for 
educators who seek to bring history to life for future generations 
through thought-provoking interpretations and the best offerings of 
pedagogy. This issue is a particularly special issue, in that it marks 
our transition to a fully digital format. Along with a complete over-
haul of the Journal website to facilitate our digital launch, we have 
initiated new web-based initiatives to accompany the release of the 
Fall 2020 issue, including a “Featured Article” series, an interactive 
public history documentary series entitled History in Your Backyard, 
and a revitalized blog.  More to come soon on these exciting forays 
into digital history. 

Our choice for “From the Archives” was first published in 
November 1945 and questions whether democracy will survive, cer-
tainly a concern for our time as well. Beginning with questions from 
the classroom, Dr. H. H. Giles points out the human frailty of apply-
ing superstitions to inform our decisions about our fellow humans.  
Instead we need to focus on assuring equal access to all and abandon 
a past influenced by scientists who made great contributions and yet 
espoused eugenics.

The former editor of this journal, Joseph Harrington con-
tinues his series in The Pulse on Presidents and their Secretaries of 
State by disclosing the strained relationship that existed between 
Richard Nixon and Secretary of State William Rogers.  As a teenager 
during the Nixon era, I cannot recall hearing about the actions of 
Rogers, but instead heard primarily about National Security Adviser 
Henry Kissinger and President Nixon and their foreign policy work.  
Harrington’s article explains how Rogers was shunted to the side 
so that Nixon and Kissinger maintained control over international 
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issues and not Rogers. I have always felt a deep antipathy towards 
Nixon.  Being a teenager and seeing “my” President engage in law-
breaking activities has significantly colored my perceptions about not 
only Nixon, but also political leadership in general.  Due to my lack of 
perseverance in studying the Nixon presidency, I particularly enjoyed 
Harrington’s article.

Receiving a refreshing look by Aren Lerner, “Precedence over 
the Pentateuch: The Social Impact of American Transcendentalism” 
explores the history of the transcendental movement, its connection 
with religion, and its extensive social reach into society.  Learning 
about the German roots of transcendentalism and its impact on the 
progressive actions of both pre- and post-Civil War America reinforces 
the significant contributions of this movement to the development of 
philosophical thought in America.  

Nicholas Racheotes pursues a unique topic titled “The 
Russian Philanthropic Tradition: An Historical Overview,” detailing 
the overlooked history of Russia’s support for dependent populations. 
The sharing of responsibility for the poor and dependent members of 
society originated with members of the nobility, the Church and the 
monarchy and evolved towards Soviet women under the Communist 
state.  Beginning with Peter the Great and ending in contemporary 
times, Racheotes provides a deeper understanding about not only the 
history of Russia, but how the interpretations of the Russian peoples 
and their governments impacted both the disabled and those in soci-
ety who acted on their behalf.  

This issue’s pedagogy pieces explore two timely subjects, his-
tory education through the perspective of Frederick Douglass and a 
piece on designing open education resources (OERs). These pieces are 
particularly topical in 2020, a year of both increased civic engagement 
and socially distanced learning.  In his article on the contemporary 
relevance of teaching Frederick Douglass’s 1852 abolitionist speech, 
“What to the Slave is the 4th of July?” author W. Derek Bowman 
argues that Douglass’s speech provides today’s readers with more 
than an incisive indictment of slavery in the 19th democratic context 
-- the speech engages directly with the question, what is the value 
of learning history, particularly for citizens who espouse democratic 
values?  Professor Bowman points to Douglass’s argument that the 
study of history is worthwhile only insofar as it inspires citizens to 
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take concrete actions to meet the justice-related challenges of their 
own time. He then demonstrates that Douglass directly modelled 
this approach to history in the speech itself, and provides teachers 
with specific passages that invite readers to reflect and discuss a) the 
worth of political philosophies devoid of compatible actions; b) the role 
of religion in democracy; and c) the power of technology as an engine 
of social progress or social harm.

In the second pedagogy piece, professors of education Torrey 
Trust and Robert Maloy, encourage social studies instructors to re-
place expensive textbooks with Open Educational Resources (OERs):  
free online collections of teaching and research materials curated to 
meet their classes’ needs.  They offer as a model an OER that they 
assembled and curated as an e-book to teach eighth graders civ-
ics, government, and history according to the new Massachusetts 
Curriculum Framework. This OER collection, Building Democracy for 
All: Interactive Explorations of Government and Civic Life, was draft-
ed by the authors and revised after receiving feedback from teachers 
who used the curriculum. Moreover, Trust and Maloy demonstrate 
how teachers and students can continuously upgrade OERs, tailoring 
them to their needs by adding digitized primary texts, videos, links to 
podcasts, digital timelines, infographics, and more.

The book reviews in this issue span a wide range of periods 
and subfields while focusing primarily on American history. Benjamin 
Remillard’s critique of Serena Zabin’s The Boston Massacre: A Family 
History explains how the Massacre, in addition to fomenting anti-
British sentiment, impacted social relationships in the area.  Gina C. 
Arnold’s review of David McCullough’s The Pioneers describes how 
McCullough, a master of historical narrative, has crafted an enjoyable 
and detailed account of life on the Oregon Trail through the experi-
ences of four individuals. Marian Truehill explores David T. Beito’s 
and Linda Royster Beito’s T.R.M. Howard: Doctor, Entrepreneur, 
Civil Rights Pioneer, which offers a glimpse into a less known fig-
ure in the civil rights movement. Christopher Tucker’s analysis 
of Disney’s Land by Richard Snow explains why Snow’s work on 
America’s best-known playground represents a welcome addition to 
the field of cultural history. 

William Leeman and Erin Redihan look at sport and the pres-
idency. Leeman’s review of The Presidents and the Pastime by Curt 
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Smith reveals an uneven work overall that shines in the places where 
it offers anecdotes on American presidents and baseball. Nicholas 
Evan Sarantakes’ Fan in Chief: Richard Nixon and American Sports, 
reviewed by Erin Redihan shows how Nixon used sport as a policy 
tool with mixed results, showing once again how Nixon sometimes 
failed to see (or heed) the limits of his power. The outlier in a collec-
tion of American history reviews is Y.H. Pang’s critique of Elisabeth 
Forster’s “Threatened by peace: the PRC’s peacefulness rhetoric and 
the ‘China’ representation question in the United Nations (1949–71),” 
in which Pang unpacks why Forster’s scholarship on China’s use of 
peace rhetoric towards its diplomatic ends is convincing. 

For details on submitting your articles and book reviews, 
please check out our Manuscript Submission Policy on our website. 
We welcome all historical topics, pedagogical articles on the teaching 
of history or social studies, and reviews of books and permanent mu-
seum exhibits. Now readers can preview our current table of contents 
online, see detailed bios of our authors, and learn more about our 
editors and staff at www.nejh.org. Also, please submit any comments 
you may have on our articles to editors@nejh.org.

As we continue to study the past, let us remember the impor-
tance of historians. Their research and analysis of events and per-
sons inform the policy and decision-making of presidents and leaders 
around the world. Historians form think-tanks that influence public 
opinion, and encourage us to engage in discussions of ethics, mor-
als, and truth. Their indispensable contributions provide context for 
understanding current events, and allow us to observe our common 
flaws, our universal strengths, and our shared humanity. Historians 
have also been activists, shaping movements and writing books 
that changed society. We hope our publication will inspire readers 
to engage in their communities, and to follow the timeless words of 
Abraham Lincoln and “strive on to finish the work we are in.”

Linda Morse  
December 2020


